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English Heritage Takes Part in European Research  
On Ways To Better Protect Cultural Objects  

 
English Heritage is joining Birkbeck,University of London, the Tate and other 
European partners in an international applied research project to study more closely 
the materials used for displaying, storing, packaging and wrapping valuable works of 
art.  
 
The use of enclosures has become such an important part of museum activities that it 
is essential to study more closely the materials to ensure that the right decisions are 
made for specific object materials.  
 
The MEMORI project will focus on measuring concentrations of Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs), vapours that off-gas from wood, adhesives and other frequently 
used construction materials and on assessing damage to selected museum objects 
exposed to them over long periods of time. Advanced non-destructive analytical 
techniques will be used for this purpose.  Results will inform on the correct choice of 
materials used in packaging, on the design of museum display cases, and on the 
economics of long-term storage requirements. 
 
MEMORI, funded by the European Union over the next three years as part of theEU 
Framework 7 [theme 6, Environment (including climate change): FP7-ENV-2010]., 
brings together 14 research institutes and cultural heritage institutions from Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Romania, Spain and the United Kingdom, 
under the leadership of the Norwegian Institute for Air Research NILU 
(http://www.nilu.no/). 
 
It will provide non-destructive diagnostic technologies to assess the environment 
around indoor cultural objects. This builds on earlier EU projects undertaken by NILU 
and the Fraunhofer Institute to develop dosimeters for the measurement of the 
effects of pollution on cultural materials. Dosimeters developed by MEMORI will be 
tested in leading European institutions such as English Heritage, Tate, and the 
National Museum in Cracow. 
 
This study has many immediate applications. It will have an impact on the energy 
consumption of museums, reducing air conditioning requirements and allowing 
vulnerable objects to be displayed with more confidence. 
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For further information please contact David Thickett, English Heritage Senior 
Conservation Scientist on 07770 397964 or at david.thickett@english-
heritage.org.uk 
 
List of Project Partners in MEMORI (Measurement, Effect Assessment and 
Mitigation of Pollutant Impact on Movable Cultural Assets) 
Norwegian Institute for Air Research; Birkbeck, School of Biological Sciences, 
University of London; English Heritage; Department of Chemistry and Industrial 
Chemistry, University of Pisa; Fraunhofer Gesellschaft zur Förderung der 
Angewandten Forschung E.V. Germany; Kultur und Arbeit E.V., Germany; NILU 
Innovation; Optical Sensors Laboratory, National Centre for Sensor Research; Dublin 
City University, SIT – International Transporters; Tate; The Royal Academy of Fine Arts, 
School of Conservation, Copenhagen; University of Arts "George Enescu", Iaşi, 
Romania; University of Ghent; University of Natural Resources and Applied Life 
Sciences, Vienna, together with an  end-user advisory panel of museums. 
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